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Attachment B

e Transportation;
e Financial Assistance for costs to secure housing such as application fees, and security deposits

With Orange County housing costs among the highest in the nation, combined with economic stress
due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, it is very difficult for members of the qualifying populations to find
available affordable rental units. Waiting lists for housing vouchers in affordable communities are
long, and low-income people can be on these lists for years before a voucher becomes available. The
OCHA reports over 7,100 applicants remain on the waiting list for the Housing Choice Voucher
Program. The high number of homeless residents suffering from disabling conditions supports the
priority need for the development of Permanent Supportive housing, especially for the chronically
homeless and others experiencing homelessness.

How the level of needs and gaps was determined.

The County of Orange used several different data sources to identify the needs and gaps in the shelter
and housing inventory, and the service delivery systems. The Regional Housing Needs Allocation
(RHNA) provides information needed to determine housing needs over the HOME-ARP funding period
and identifies the number of units needed for people earning less than 30% of AMI (At Risk of
Homelessness. The 2022 Point in Time Count (PIT) supplied the number and characteristics of
sheltered and unsheltered homeless, families and individual homeless persons, homeless Veterans and
the number of homeless persons fleeing domestic violence. Over % of unsheltered residents
identified in the 2022 PIT were chronically homeless.

Next the County reviewed data from its own 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan and the Orange County
Housing Inventory Count to gather information on housing needs, current housing availability, and
services needed to support those at risk of becoming homeless.

Following, the County researched statistics from the Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy
(“CHAS”). The data demonstrates the number of rental units affordable to various income levels,
especially low-income households and the number of people who need these affordable rental units,
allowing us to distinguish the gaps in housing inventory.

Additionally, staff reviewed the Orange County Housing Funding Strategy from June 2018 for
projections of the types of rental units needed and to ensure the HOME-ARP Plan aligns with this
Strategy. The Strategy summarizes available and anticipated resources and gives recommendations
for the County to maximize competitiveness in successfully funding the type of projects necessary to
fill any gaps.

Lastly, and most importantly to gather current information and trends the Urban County consulted with
various stakeholders and service providers including the Orange County CoC.
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